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(Personal) Introduction
SALUS– The ethics of coercion:
Striking a balance between autonomy, well-being and security in 
psychiatric practice

autonomy

well-being security

1. Ethical aspects in the
use of coercion in 
psychiatry, including
informal coercion

2. Ethical challenges in 
forensic psychiatry

3. Patient advance
directives, including
self-binding directives

4. Clinical ethical
counseling in psychiatry

5. Development of
interdisciplinary
manuals
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Police and Psychiatry in Germany

• Mental health laws as well as police laws are federal laws in 
Germany.

• The police frequently encounters people with mental disorders 
and are often involved in the use of coercion.

Involuntary admissions

Assistance in aggressive situations

Absconding

Watson et al., 2004
Coleman & Cotton, 2010 
Livingston, 2016
Atkins et al., 2019
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Police and Psychiatry in Germany
• Mental disorders are affected by a high stigmatization, which is

also present among police officers.

 “Their stigma of dangerousness, 
puts them into danger.”

• The use of firearms by police officers is generally low in 
Germany, but there is a high amount of people with mental 
disoders among the victims.

Angermeyer, 2004 
Stuart, 2017
Bock et al., 2015
Peter, 2017
Feltes & Alex, 2020
Finzen, 2014
Kesic, Thomas & Ogloff, 2009
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Police and Psychiatry in Germany
• Previous studies were mostly conducted regarding the view of 

police officers or people with mental disorders.

lack of
training?

little ethical
awareness?

use of
police force?

Carey, 2001
Ruiz & Miller, 2004
Wells & Schafer, 2006
Watson et al., 2008
Godfredson et al., 2011 
Livingston et al., 2014
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Project Summary
 explorative, qualitative-empirical interview study

n = 10 mental health professionals (nurses and
physicians) in a general psychiatric hospital
n = 3 police officers regarding the general procedure
of such operations

semi-structured interview guideline
expert interviews

qualitative content-analysis
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Project Summary

excessive
demands leading

to escalation

stigmatization
leading to lack of

respect

focus on power 
and authority
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Project Summary

Well-being security Well-being security
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Project Summary

well-being security

Perceptions from participants regarding the cooperation of police
and psychiatric hospitals:
• There is no clear and official distribution of roles.
• There are no joint strategies to handle specific situations.
• Different expectations exist in each institution towards each other.
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Outlook
 Additional training and anti-stigma-projects
 being developed in Germany after recent events

 Cooperation between police & psychiatry
 reduction of coercion at the intersection
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Outlook
 Baseline data?

 Evidence-based interventions?

 International perspectives?
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simone.efkemann@rub.de
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